
 

 
Eco-restoration of degraded landscape to fight the Climate 
Change: A new Mantra given by Akola district of India. 
 

MOEF granted Host Country Approval on 18th June 2010 as CDM project. 
 

 
 
The Climate change has already happened and the only option that human beings living on 
the planet “Earth” now left is to fight this. I see only option to implement the action plan to 
reduce Carbon or GHG emissions globally as early as possible. If you do that today itself, still 
there will be carbon/ GHGs in the atmosphere which we have emitted in the past  many years. 
 
So to sequester the already emitted Carbon in the atmosphere, we need to increase the tree 
cover on the Earth. Satpuda Foundation has been working on this in Central India since past 
two years and our efforts have shown the world that “Yes, we can make a difference and fight 
the Climate Change” 
 
Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) has started funding this unique initiative in India in 2008 
through a reputed NGO working in central India, Satpuda Foundation, with the help of local 
communities and in consultation with the Government. 
 

           
 



The initiative is unique in itself as it do not involve simply planting any particular species of 
trees but it includes bringing back the “floral” bio-diversity on the degraded landscape. This is 
actually insufficient to describe the entire uniqueness of the dream initiative. 
 
The quantum of Climate Change catastrophe is such that it needs big solutions to resolve. We 
realised this and started considering the larger landscape in Central India, called the Satpuda 
Landscape. 
 
Satpuda Landscape is spread in two Indian states Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh having 
total 1,25,228 km2 geographical area, 34,141 sq.km of which is forest, supporting 
2,67,08,175 (2.67 crore) human population.  
 
This forest cover is shrinking because of pressure from local communities for fuel, fodder and 
forest produce based livelihood. There is also illegal felling and legal logging issue. The 
positive aspect is that the local state Governments are working on protecting the six Tiger 
Reserves present in this landscape. For the scientific Tiger conservation of the species like 
Tiger, it needs to create inviolate spaces for their safe breeding and maintain the forest 
corridor connecting these tiger reserves with each other. 
 
SF decided to help these Governments in resettlement of the communities from the critical 
tiger habitats and provide them the better livelihood options. This has helped the Maharashtra 
state to vacate around 225sq.km area in the middle of the Tiger reserve and bring back the 
required forest habitat. 
 

     
 
SF with financial assistance from RBS Foundation started the initiative to bring back the 
forest cover at the new place where these communities were rehabilitated. Presently the 
efforts are going on to bring back the bio-diversity at 500ha in such a way that these 
communities can start getting fruits/produce to provide extra source of employment to youths. 
The initiative, though started for resettled 120 families from 3 villages, now has been 
implemented in 12 villages on 1477 ha. The Ministry of Environment and Forest on 18th June 
2010 granted the Host Country Approval to this project as a Clean Development Mechanism 
(CDM) project. 
 
This has shown a way to other states in India how they can also protect their landscapes, 
starting from Tiger Reserves, protecting the forest corridors connecting these reserves and 
restore the barren habitats by bringing back the biodiversity. 
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