Assistance for Tiger Protection in TATR.

(Funded by Wildlife Conservation Trust)

Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve, presently one of the best tiger reserves of India, is located in the Chandrapur district of Maharashtra state. Tadoba is the place where one can see Tigers even when the Tigers are facing problems in other famous Tiger Reserves like Ranthambhor. However TATR administration could achieve this remarcable along with the support of the local villagers and active support from the NGO’s.

Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve comprised of Tadoba National Park and Andhari sanctuary. Tadoba is the oldest national park in the state declared in 1955 (As per MP national Park Act 1955) and spread over 116.55 sq.km. Whereas the surrounding forest area of  508.85 sq.km, looking at its wildlife potential, was declared as Andhari sanctuary  in 1986.The combined area was declared a Project Tiger Reserve in 1995. The entire area of 625.40 sq.km of TATR is divided in to three Ranges viz-Tadoba, Kolasa and Moharli, for wildlife management purpose.

There are six villages in the Andhari sanctuary namely Botezari, Kolasa, Palasgaon, Rantalodi, Jamani and Navegaon. Other villages like Moharli, Dewada, Karwa, Piparheti, Pangadi, Doni ,Zari are situated on the periphery of the sanctuary, though not inside. Along with these villages on the periphery, there are total 59 villages which support 41,644 human population and equal number of cattle population..

Hence there is tremendous anthropogenic pressure from these six villages on the TATR as well as from the villages surrounding to TATR. There is also a constant poaching pressure on the growing tiger population of TATR. There are many instances when the steel traps are recovered from some locations around TATR.

Establishing Community Protection force for TATR:

After the Sariska incidence, TATR administration has taken the issue very seriously and they decided to tighten the protection squads in and around TATR. The administration took some precautionary measures too. The Field Director of TATR deployed the protection force of local people from the surrounding villages around TATR. This protection force of around 110 selected young people from the villages around TATR was given a training from retired Military officers.

These 110 people were selected from 16 villages including 6 villages within the TATR. The newly trained force have been deployed  through17 protection camps, some of which are moving at differant strategic places.The protection force was provided some assistance from the Satpuda Foundation and Wildlife Conservation Trust.

Assistance from Satpuda Foundation :

The community protection force of 110 youngsters were needed the assistance of military uniforms. Wildlife Conservation Trust (WCT) funded for this iniative and Satpuda Foundation distributed a pair of military uniform to 110 staff members which include uniform with cap and shoes of worth Rs. 86,600.

Mr.S.H Patil, Conservator of Forest and Field Director of Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve (TATR) was impressed to receive this timely help who stated that “your timely assistance have helped the community force to perform their duty effectively and I believe that ,this way Tigers can be protected.” 

